People are estimated to spend 80-90% of their time in buildings-residences, offices, factories, schools, places of worship, public amenities, recreational facilities, etc. Thus buildings play a very important role in the lives of individuals and societies. However, they are often taken for granted, except for private residences which are dear to people for a variety of reasons. One of the consequences of this is that research into the development of buildings (science, design, materials, etc.) has not advanced at the same pace as other industry sectors. While the automobile and aerospace industries have considerably improved the efficiency of vehicles and aircraft, buildings have only recorded incremental improvements. However, the situation is beginning to change with several initiatives at industry, national and multi-national levels aimed at improving the efficiency of the construction industry and the quality of the buildings that it produces. In many cases, these initiatives and associated research efforts require interdisciplinary collaboration to tackle what is essentially a multi-facetted problem. There is scope to better disseminate the outcomes of these efforts in a coherent, inter-disciplinary journal.
central repository for papers on all aspects of buildings and as a knowledge exchange for all building professionals. The online and open access formats are also vital elements of the journal's appeal. With the increasing volume of digital content in papers, which conventional journals are often reluctant and/or unable to publish, much useful content is not shared with article readers. Buildings will address this encouraging the submission of digital content that can ‗bring papers to life' by allowing readers to run simulations, visualize designs, play with demonstration/prototype software, or otherwise manipulate electronic material. Another unique feature of Buildings is the provision of a forum for ‗live-discussions' such that readers and authors can engage in a free-flowing exchange of ideas on current papers, within a stipulated time scale. The journal will also be ‗practitioner-friendly', and will encourage contributions from industry practitioners on practical aspects of the design, construction and operation of buildings. These will be included as feature articles or case studies. This novel approach will facilitate a cross-fertilization of ideas between research and practice.
The open access nature of Buildings means that no reader or institution will ever be charged a cent for access to articles published in this journal. The costs will be covered through modest Article Processing Charges (APCs), which will only be paid by authors if the article is accepted. The publisher, MDPI, will waive the APCs for the first two years. Open access publishing is increasingly being accepted as the future of scientific publishing as it provides more value to researchers as authors and readers of scientific journals.
Buildings will publish both original research papers as well as practical papers on all aspects of buildings. Papers on theoretical, industrial, economic, and other developments, which have a bearing on the design, construction and operation of buildings, will also be published. The scope of the journal is wide and covers the following and related topics:
 architecture  architectural/building engineering  design  building construction  building materials  energy and buildings  building operations  building physics  building structures  building mechanical systems  building lighting systems  green buildings  building/facility management  the philosophy, art and science of architecture designing  the linkages and interactions between the built environment and ecology, natural resources, climate, local communities, public policy, and economic development.
